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¢¢ Today, we are awarding grants to early-learning programs across the

state to ensure that those who work with our youngest learners have the

resources, tools, training, and support they need to do their job well.??
— Commissioner of Education Deborah A. Gist

C.F., Pawtucket

pre-schools to get
‘Race to the Top’
money from state

By JIM BARON
jharon@pawtuckenimes.com

PROVIDENCUE — The Capt. G Harold Hunt
Early Learning Center topped 42 similar centers
across the state, winning a $25,805 in Program
Quality Improvement grant issued by the state
Department of Education through the Race to the
Top program. . o o
Beth Tanner, early childhood principal at the
school, said there are about 137 students enrolled
at Capt. Hunt and 260 kindergarteners at the
Robertson school, “so we are excited to educate
early learners there.

“This grant in particular we are tickled pink
about because it's going to provide myriad oppor-
tunities for dramatic play supplies and outdoor
leamning o:‘::ok ent,” Tanner said. “My favorite
children’s is Miss Rumphius in the
story Miss Rumphius makes the world better by
Ezming flowers; she makes the world more

utiful. And [ feel so excited that the money
from thi:gm is going to make the world more

hi]ull;tiful the youngest leamers in Central

Falls.” _ _ |
“Each program submitted an application based Leaming Center. “There is no greater responsibil-
on their needs,” Education Commissioner ity and no more important calling. Today, we are

Deborah Gist told The Times, “it was a competi- awarding grants to early-leaming
tive grant, so their award was based on their pro-  across the state to ensure that those who work

posal and the budget that they submitted. with our youngest lcamners have the resources,
“Every day, Rhode Island families entrust the  tools, training, and support they need to do their

teachers and staff members in early-leaming job well. These grants are a significant step

v vammy iy 80708 i s oo quek

well-bei i ir very young i [ .

children” Gist told a small of educators Gov. Lincoln Chafee added that, “many state

gathered at the Smith Hill Early Childhood See GRANTS, page A2



agencies and partners have
come together and worked
tirelessly to secure a positive
future for our children. We
know that to transform edu-
cation in Rhode Island, we
must continue to invest in the
education of our youngest

i with a ial focus
on high-need populations.”

Chafee said 71 percent of
the $50 million grant the
state won is being used to
provide direct assistance to
mhoulu and early child-

centers and family

childcare homes. About
$321,900 was divvied up

among 43 such facilities on
Wednesday, he said, noting
that the money will be used
“to provide quality for edu-
cational programs and mate-
rials, high quality education

ipment and pro-
?‘q:;iuml development for
staff members,

Eva Mane Mancuso,
chairwoman of the newly-
formed RI Board of
Education, said “I can't stress
how important” early child-

hood development is to edu-

cation. “Our kids have to start
out on an even playing field.”
“Education starts at birth,”
said Elizabeth Burke Bryant
of RI Kids Count, “it doesn’t
start with the K-12 system.
Around 90 percent of brain
development happens in the
first five of life.”
Other local grant recipi-
ents, and the amounts they
received, include Ana Day
Care of Pawtucket, $1,492;
les Home Care of

Central Falls, $1,402; Daysi

De los Santos of Pawtucket,
$1,475; Divino Nino Home
Day Care of Central Falls,
$1,400; Happy World Child
Care of Pawtucket, $2,500;
Highland Park Center —
Woonsocket Head Start,
$13,418; Hope Street Child
Care Center of Woonsocket,
$4 400; Nana's Home Day
Care of Pawtucket, $1,474;
and Pawtucket School
Department, $9,156.

Follow Jim Baron on
Twitter (@Jim_Baron



